
Kosove Society 2007 Retreat Minutes 
June 1-3 Sheraton Sand Key Resort, Clearwater Beach, FL 

 
Members in attendance: Mickel Anglin, Nick Brown, Matt Burgess, Christina Calandro, Alyson Noune, 

Heather Bigelow, Justin Geisler, Heather Curtiss, Jessalyn Diaz, Brandon Faza, Kim Showalter, Priscilla 

Ochu, Angela Oehler, Andrew Quecan, Javier Caballero, Zuheily Rodriguez, Nicole Wittlin, Anna McDaniel, 

and Emily Nanna 

 

Meeting, June 2 

 

♦ Angela Crist from the USF Alumni Association went over the advisor situation.  We will have a larger 

role in selecting the next advisor under the guidance of a selection committee.  Discussed advisor 

application.  It was decided that a time commitment and clarification edits be made to the application.  

Names of potential applicants were suggested. 

♦ USF Alumni Association is reworking their bylaws to make it more of a “grassroots” organization – 

less people, more volunteers, student government liaison. 

♦ Big thanks to Justin Geisler for mending the relationship between the Foundation and the Society. 

♦ Zuheily Rodriquez gave an on-campus update.  She described many great service projects that were 

completed this past academic year such as USF Urban Scholars Outreach Program (USOP), food and 

clothing drives, and Hope Lodge.  There is a large surplus of on-campus money.  Ways to utilize the 

excess funds were discussed.  One suggestion was “adopting” kids and getting them toiletries, clothes, and 

school supplies.  It was decided that exiting on-campus officers should write a summary of the year’s 

activities at the end of their terms. 

♦ New on-campus officers: President- Zuheily Rodriguez 

    VP Internal Affairs- Anna McDaniel 

    VP External Affairs- Nicole Albright 

    Treasurer- Ellen McCreedy 

    Secretary- Emily Nanna 

    Historian- Andrew Quecan 

♦ Scholarship situation: Living on-campus – pays everything 

           Living off-campus – all fees are zeroed out; room, board, and other expenses are 

paid 

♦ Discussed the issue of scholarship money.  There have been varying ways to deal with scholars 

receiving outside scholarships.  Will look at Florida laws to check our options. 

♦ New scholars: 3 new scholars (2 females, 1 male; all incoming freshmen) 

♦ Discussed the fact that there was no luncheon last year for the new scholars.  We will NOT allow this 

to happen this year.  Mickel suggested changing luncheon/retreat dates to better accommodate new 

scholars.  Mickel made a motion to make the new scholar luncheon the Friday of the annual retreat.  

Motion was seconded and passed. 

♦ Alumni:  

◊ Successful Hope Lodge this year.  We will continue next year, at least once a semester. 

◊ Website- USF Alumni went through website overhaul, and we are just being able to have 

access to build it.  Some suggestions to include on the website include retreat page, our events, 

links, discussion board, calendar, member updates.  This website will be a new central hub of 

information. 

◊ Updated contact list 

◊ Professorship- Decided that this is something we want to do, although it is hard without 

support from the Foundation.  The part of the contract describing the professorship will be sent 

via FedEx to the Foundation so that they must respond to our request to honor the contractual 

award. 

◊ Legacy Fund- 2 options: 



1) Kosove members can contribute directly to the original fund through Foundation 

website  

2) Kosove can make a new fund to which to contribute. 

◊ Motion passed to keep the current method of donating to the original endowment.  This will 

allow anyone to donate to the Kosove Fund from the USF Alumni website. 

◊ Funding issues for alumni projects were discussed.  Last year we did not have access to our 

funds, but now we do so problems should be fixed this year. 

◊ Mickel’s Key-for-Life event that did not happen due to lack of Kosove support was 

unacceptable and the Society must do better.  The main issue was the University not 

responding.  This has been remedied by transferring control of the fund to the Alumni 

Association. 

◊ Would be beneficial to have written protocol to describe how to put on an event, get funding, 

etc. on the new Kosove website. 

◊ Would like to put on Key-for-Life this year. 

♦ After electing officers, we should describe what they will do the upcoming year. 

 

Meeting, June 3 

 

♦ Elections: 

◊ Executive Board: President- Justin Geisler 

     Vice President- Heather Bigelow 

     Secretary- Matt Burgess 

     Treasurer- Jessalyn Diaz 

     Alumni Advisor (1 Year)- Kim Showalter 

     Alumni Advisor (2 Year)- Nick Brown 

The alumni advisor positions have the duty to provide 2 more votes on Kosove issues.  

We will search for a better title for this position. 

◊ Scholarship Selection Committee: Heather Curtiss 

◊ Retreat Committee: Kim Showalter (Chair), Heather Bigelow, Angela Oehler, Anna McDaniel, 

Matt Burgess, Justin Geisler 

◊ Newsletter: Heather Bigelow (Chair), Nicole Wittlin, Emily Nanna, Anna McDaniel 

◊ Awards Committee: Priscilla Ochu (Chair), Emily Nanna, Andrew Quecan 

♦ Alumni Board should attend one of the three USF Alumni sponsored Leadership Conferences. 

♦ Alumni will have at least 1 social each semester. 

♦ Some goals for the Kosove Society this year include: 

1) Proper and effective communication with updated contact lists 

2) Key-for-Life 

3) Hope Lodge 

4) Find ways for Alumni to continue to participate with the Kosove Society especially for 

those living outside of the Tampa Bay/USF area and therefore cannot participate 

directly with the service projects. 

♦ Next Retreat (15th) will be June 6-8, 2008 

♦ New Member Induction will be June 6, 2008 before the retreat. 


