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 Spring 2010 

Spring 2010 Staff

Emily Nanna, Mario Morano, Cory Barrows,  Anna McDaniel

President’s Corner - Emily Nanna

As we start the 2009-2010 school year at USF, I can 
already tell that it is going to be a great one.  Our new 
scholars--Cory Barrows, Andrew Schwartz, Danielle 
Myers, and Allen White--are diverse individuals who 
have already shown themselves to be excellent Kosoves.  
Their fresh perspectives and upbeat attitudes have been a 
welcome addition to our meetings, service projects and 
socials, and they have jumped right in to working on 
various committees for the on campus group and its 
Legacy Project.  It was especially great to see alumni, 
some of whom we have not had the pleasure of seeing 
recently, at the induction luncheon.  John Osterlund, 
Michelle Julian, Angela Oehler, and Justin Geisler were 
present to welcome our newest scholars into the group.  
A special thank you goes out to John for his speech about 
the Kosoves and their vision for our group.  I know that it  
was inspiring and insightful for all who were present, 
especially for those of us who have not had the honor of 
meeting Harri or Ruth.

The on campus group has already been successful in 
serving our community and the Kosoves' memory.  We 
volunteered with Metropolitan Ministries and Keep 
Hillsborough County Beautiful as we aim to serve with a 
variety of community organizations and areas.  We are 
also pairing with the alumni group to continue the Hope 
Lodge dinners.  As always, they combine the spirit of 
family fun and bonding with civic engagement to make a 
rewarding and memorable experience for all attendees.  

As our year progresses, we are eagerly awaiting other 
opportunities to work with community leaders and our 
Kosove alumni.

The on campus group is still busy, both with the Kosove 
Society and our individual goals.  We are diligently 
working on our legacy project.  Nicole West has 
dedicated many hours to designing a brochure explaining 
what our group and scholarship are as a part of our effort 
raise awareness on the USF campus about the Kosoves 
and attract more applicants.  Wai Wai Lwin has also been 
a leader in advertising our group to USF.  She headed our 
committee to sponsor Movies on the Lawn in November, 
which gave us an opportunity to speak to students about 
the Kosove Society and is a great start to our Legacy 
Project.  If the past few months are any indication of the 
upcoming ones, this year promises to be a great one. 

Upcoming Events

Hope Lodge (Moffitt Cancer Center) - March 
22

End of the Year Banquet - April 30

Summer Retreat - June 4-6
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Danielle Myers
joins the USF Kosove 
Society as a Freshman.  
Danielle is a recent 
graduate from Elkton High 
School in Maryland and 
was valedictorian of her 
class.  A sports enthusiast, 
Danielle was a member of 
Elkton’s soccer and track 
teams for four years and 

served as senior captain of both teams. In addition to her 
athletic accomplishments, Danielle was a member of her 
high school’s National Honor Society, served as secretary of 
Student Council, and as a member of County Council. 

An active member of her church in Maryland, Danielle 
served as an acolyte for seven years.  Through her church 
she mentored young girls and boys, volunteered regularly at 
Hope Dining Room—an organization that provides food to 
individuals in need, and completed numerous service 
projects as part of the church’s youth group.  Danielle has 
also participated in the American Cancer Society’s signature 
event: Relay for Life.  As a Relay for Life team member, 
Danielle assisted with event organization, fundraising, and 
participated in the relay event which runs for twenty-four 
hours.  
At USF, Danielle is looking forward to campus life and the 
community service projects of the Kosove Society. Danielle 
plans to major in biology with a concentration in marine 
biology. She is particularly interested in the University’s 
program for Undergraduate Research.

Andrew Schwartz

joins the Kosove Society as a USF 
Freshman.  He recently completed the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Program and received an IB Diploma 
from Land o' Lakes High School in 
Pasco County.  Upon graduation 
Andrew was ranked 9th in a county of 
almost 3,000 seniors. 
While at Land o’ Lakes High School, 
Andrew was the president of the 
National Honor Society and a 
member of both the English and 
Spanish National Honor Societies. 
Andrew was also an active member in 
an organization known as Teen 
Trendsetters.  This group is composed 
of high school students who help 
struggling third graders improve their 
reading skills. During Andrew’s two 
years in the program, he was able to 
help three young students gain an 
appreciation for reading. In addition, 

Andrew was a member of the IB Club 
at Land o’ Lakes High School.  The 
club helps the Invisible Children 
organization that assists children in 
Darfur, Sudan. The club raised almost 
$5,000 in donations which went 
toward education and medical needs 
in Darfur. 
At USF, Andrew is considering a 
possible major in Pharmacy. It was 
the prospect of the new pharmacy 
school that actually brought Andrew 
to USF, as well as the many research 
opportunities and institutes on 
campus.

Cory Barrows
joins the USF Kosove Society as a 
Junior. Cory is majoring in English 
Literature and Russian Language, 
with a minor in Mass 
Communication. Cory began her 
college career at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University and transferred to USF in 
2007.  While at USF, Cory has been 
active in Residence Hall Association, 
Building Council, Russian Club, and 
the English Honors Program.  Cory is 
also involved with and has published 
in the student-run undergraduate 
journal for poetry, prose, and literary 
criticism: thread.   Upon graduation, 
Cory plans to pursue a graduate 
degree in either Literature or 
Journalism.

While in high school, Cory served as 
a children's ministry and junior high 
youth group leader at churches in 
Tennessee and Florida.  In addition to 
camps, conferences, and service 
involvement in the community with 
these groups, Cory was also able to 
travel to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on a 
church mission trip.  While in Brazil, 
Cory volunteered at a local orphanage 
in addition to teaching classes at the 
New Hope International School for 
elementary and middle school 
children.  One of her most memorable 
activities was the privilege of 
teaching English language and Bible 
study classes to students at New 
Hope and the community’s church.  

 

New Scholar Biographies - Dr. Kiki Caruson

Did you know?

The Kosove Library In the Gibbons 
Alumni Center has recently been 
redecorated by the on-campus 
group. Stop by and check it out!
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Kosoves at Work and Play
From Left to Right: Kosoves take in the USF Homecoming game at Raymond James 
Stadium, Volunteer with Keep Hillsborough County Beautiful and the new scholars 
receive their plaques at the induction luncheon.

Allen White 
joins the USF Kosove 
Society as a graduate 
student.  Allen is in his 
second year of 
graduate studies in the 
College Student Affairs 
program offered by the 
College of Education.  
Allen is currently 
working in the Office 
of Fraternity and 
Sorority Life as a 

Graduate Assistant.  As a Graduate Assistant, Allen’s 
responsibilities include Social Event and Risk 
Management Training and Registration, the Greek 
Awards Ceremony, and service as the Advisor for Greek 
Week. 
In the spring of 2009, Allen was awarded the 2008-2009 
Outstanding Student Organization Advisor Award by the 
USF Office of Student Organizations, and in 2008 he 
received the Exemplar Award from the USF Office of 
Fraternity and Sorority Life for being an exemplary 
graduate member. 
Allen completed an undergraduate degree at USF in 
Finance in 2006.  He plans to finish his Master’s Degree 
in Higher Education in the spring of 2010.  Upon 
graduating, Allen’s goal is to work in fraternity and 

sorority affairs at a college or university and he aspires to 
one day serve as a Dean of Students. 

Shared Memories and the Spirit 
of Debate - Mario Morano

On September 18, 2009, the Kosove Society gathered in 
the Alumni Center to welcome in this year’s new 
members. There was much excitement in meeting the 
new inductees and their families, and as always that 
excitement was coupled with that of re-uniting with the 
Alumni who were able to show up at the event. A very 
pleasant surprise came from meeting John Osterlund, who 
was the very first person to receive the Kosove 
scholarship in 1983. Osterlund was asked to speak at the 
Induction Ceremony, and as he shared his own memories 
of Harri and Ruth, we were all given a warm reminder 
about what the Kosove Society is truly about.

John Osterlund emphasized the fact that the society was 
set up to be a sort of “family away from home” for 
scholars at USF. As we all know, Harri and Ruth did not 
have any children and wanted to take Kosove scholars 
under their wings; they were not only interested in how 
they perform as students, but took a personal interest in 
who scholars were, their backgrounds and interests, and 
what worldly causes they cared about. This is one reason 
why the on-campus group is generally kept very small- so 
that all of the scholars can get to know each other as more 
than  acquaintances. Osterlund knew the Kosoves long 
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Shared Memories and the Spirit of Debate continued
before the society was started, and his relationship with them as a 
neighbor and a friend undoubtedly influenced their expectations 
for the Kosove Society. We should all be very grateful to him, as 
much as we are to the Kosoves themselves.

The most fascinating part of Osterlund’s speech was when he 
talked about conversations he had had with Harrison Kosove. As 
anyone who has attended our summer retreats should know, 
decisions are not always reached very easily within the Kosove 
Society due to our tendency towards very spirited debates. One 
might see this as a flaw within an organization, but Osterlund put 
some perspective to that; Harri himself loved debate! Growing up, 
Osterlund would often go over to the Kosove’s house simply to 
debate some issue for a good hour or two with Harri, who was less 
interested in winning or losing and more interested in the overall 
thrill of the debate. After these debates, Harri would often spend 
the rest of the day thinking about what was said; he would review 

main points in his head and then come back the next day with a fresh set of ideas to throw into the debate. This was all fun 
and games for Harri, who always had the utmost respect for someone who could hold their own in a good debate. As we 
contemplate how the Kosove society has upheld the spirit and wishes of Harrison and Ruth Kosove, this is just one more 
factor to consider. With every heated debate any of us are ever involved in, whether it be within the Kosove Society or in 
any other capacity, Harrison Kosove’s intellectual spirit lives on. 

        John Osterlund sitting with the on-campus scholars 
at the induction ceremony

Special Thanks

Special Thanks to Shaara Argo and Courtney 
Halpin for photos of our on-campus group 

in action!

To stay connected, join the facebook group, 
search: Kosove Society or check out our 

website at:

 www.usfalumni.net/kosove

GameWorks

The on-campus scholars enjoy a night out at 
GameWorks.

Left: Danielle, Emily N, Stephen, Shaara, 
Nicole and Emily W

Below: Emily W,  Andrew and Shaara

http://www.usfalumni.net/kosove
http://www.usfalumni.net/kosove

